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reverse the social norm

Press conference brings local, state and national

leaders to rally around coalition success

By Toni Becker
Of The Free Press

Quakertown Community High School

freshman Hannah Kaign knows that most .

people presume a majority of high school
students drink alcohol.
Seated at a press conference held by the

Youth Coalition on Oct. 23, however, Kaign
and fellow Quakertown students locked for-
ward to a time not too far in the future where
that is no longer the common perception.

“They look at our T-shirts and think it
says two out of three students drink aleohol.”
Kaign said.

But in the Upper Bucks community, that's
oo the case. :

Local, state and national leaders including
Jack Claypoole, administrator of the office of

——nia

districts are attempting to turn
‘the traditional way statistics
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HCHY was chosen,
Claypoole said, because it has

involving teenage drug and | established itself as a spccessful
alcohol are reported on its head. | coalition, and has demonstrated

The . coalition

ing underage drinking among
- tesnagers.

Students at the conference
wore T-shins

But the high percentage of

stodents who do not drink on a
| regular basis was not the only
| cause for celebration.

Of all of the students polled.

and. bracelets |
advertising the fact that two out | have been involved in the com-
of every three students in the
| Upper Bucks area do not drink.

rl:c:ntlyé success.
launched. the Social Norming ° ;
¢ Campaign in an attempt to HCHY rcceived a $75,000
 change the perceptions regard-
Upper Bucks Healthy Communities-Healthy |

As a mentoring - coalition,

grant, and now will begin work-
ing with the Lower Merion
Coalition 1o help them establish
a successful coalition as well,
Fitzpatrick thanked all who

munity and those students who,

make up the two out of three.
“¥ou are healing children,”

he said, 1o those in attendance.!

“You are healing a community.”

While progress has been !

made, Rush said there's sill a

National Drug Control Policy's DrugFree 39 percent reported having more | lot to be done,

Communities Program, * and’ U.S.
Congressman Michae| Fitzpatrick turned out
to the press conference held by the Upper
Bucks HCHY at the James A. Michener
Library.

- More than 100 people, including local
government officials and school board direc-
tors from each of the districts, as well as stu-
dents in the Quakertown, Pennridge and
Falisades school districts also attended the
event.

“Sixty-five percent of our kids do not
drink,” said Lee Rush, community mobilizer
and President of justCommunity Inc., the
coordinating - agency and fiscal agent for
HCHY. “A lot of people are seeing it, but a
lot of people don’t believe it.”

But the pumbers come

straight from students in grades

eighth, 10th and 12th in the

Quakertown, Pennridge and

Palisades school districts.

' The statistic is part of the

results of the 2006 Student

Support Card, based on one of

the largest youth surveys con-

ducted on adolescent health and

|behaviors, ‘and takep by 2,875
'students between 2005 and

2006,
. Rush and others involved in
the HCHY Coalition — which
started in 1999 and is made up
of three separate coalitions from
Palisades, Pennridge and
Quakertown school districts —
along with students in all three

than half of the 40 developmen- |
tal assets, which were developed |
of |

by  Search ' Institute
Minneapolis, Minn., as “con-
crete, COMMON Sense, positive
experiences and qualities essen-
tial to raising successful voung
people.” il

That number-is up from 34

percent reported during the first'

survey in the same grades con-
ducted from 2002 to 2004.
Former Palisades High
School smdent Andy Wong
helped 1o compile the statistics.
Survey results also show a
noticeable difference in
the amount of sfudents
with more than half of
the assets who have par-
ticipated in alcohol and
tobacco  use, sexual
activity and attempted
suicide, versus students
with only zero to 20
assels,

Of the students who
reported having  only
zero to 10 of the devel-
opmental assets — which
fall under eight cate-
gories like support, edu-
cational commirment
and values — 53 percent
said they had consumed
alcochol within the last
month prior to the sur-
vey. |

“This can only happen if
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everybody in this room leaves
with some commitment to dc
something about it,” he said, of
providing students with support
and helping each child build =
circle of five adults they car
relate to.
Meanwhile, students like
Quakertown sophomore James
Lapinski spoke confidently of :
day where students who drink
alcohol are singled out becans
“they're doing something n
one else does.”
“It wouldn't be a. popul:
. thing to do,” Quakertown frest
man Ryan Bimes said,
Toni Becker is a reporier fe
The Free Press. She can b
reached af tkbecker@ berksmon
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Phioto by Toni Becker

Jack Claypoole, administrator of the
| Offica of National Drug Control Policy's
Drug-Free Communities Program hon-

ors the coalition.






