The timing was perfect. It was just
after the tragedy at Columbine High
School, an incident that will forever
remain etched in the collective mind of
America—an alarm signaling our
gross and passive neglect of our youth.
And I was determined to remain
inactive and silent no longer.
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Bridging Generations
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Imagine a community that
doesn’t make its youth into
problems, but which works
with its youth in order for the
whole communily 1o Zrow
healthy and strong. Imagine 2
community where kids don't
just hang out on comers, or in
wooded parks after school
and on weekends, but where
there are a variety of places
that invite youth in to play, to
explore, to be part of some-
thing worthwhile. Imagine a
community where skateboard-
ers are not racing up and
pounding down the pave-
ments of the local church or
school, but where concerned
persons have worked together
with the youth to build a safe
and durable place to enjoy the
thrill of skateboarding.

Imagine a town or borough
where youth don’t just hang
out in front of the local conve-
nience store making it difficult
for costomers to come and go,
but where a place is provided
inside the store for youth to
gather. A place where the
owner knows the youth by
name and welcomes them. A

‘place where some of the bar-
Cgains are geared to the desires
and tastes of the youth.

Such imagination is not so
far-fetched for residents of the
Pennridge Community of Upper
Bucks County. Some will
remember Francis Roeder's
generous nature with the youth
from the Alternative School.
Many now applaud the work of
the Epicenter housed inside the
old “Cramer's Deli” in Perkasie.

Thus is & safe haven for middle
school youth created by Pastor
Craig Pelkey-Landis of the
Perkasic Mennonite Church in a
building owned by Trinity
Lutheran Church of Perkasie,

You may be aware that
Tracey Hill, a Guidance
Counselor at Pennridge High
School is working tirelessly
with a large group of students
to fulfill the dream of having
a skateboard park built in our
area where the hundreds of
young skateboarders can “do
their thing” in a manner safe
for them and the rest of us.

And you should be aware
that a momentum has begun
in the Pennridge area that will
enlighten our entire communi-
ty of the great treasure we
have in our youth, and the
great potential we, as a com-
munity, can unleash with the
right amount of intention and
desire. This movement is a
dream come true for all of us
who stake our lives on the
present and future value of
our youth and their value to
QUr Community.

What is this “Dream come
true?” It is called the Healthy
Communiries®* Healthy Youth
(HCHY) Initiative. When my
Lutheran Brotherhood Financial
Advisor asked me more than a
year ago, “What are you most
interested in getting involved in
as a service 10 our community 7",
my response was a swift and
sure— “Raising healthy youth in
our commumity—ethically, social-
ly and educationally.™

My agent, Doris Kaucher,
was quick to inform me of a
movement sweeping the couniry
called Healthy Communities*®
Healthy Youwth in which
Lutheran Brotherhood is a
member-owned fraternal benefit
society promoting financial
security, benevolent outreach
and volunteer seTvice.

Healthy Communities®
Healthy Youth was already
happening in the Central
Bucks and Quakertown

i school districts (1o name just

two local initiatives), so it
was easy to find both the
human and writlen resources
needed to aid my spark in
igniting a passion for the ini-
tiative in the Pennridge area.

The timing was perfect. It
was just after the tragedy at
Columbine High School, an
incident that will forever
remain etched in the collective
mind of America—an alarm
signaling our gross and passive
neglect of our youth. And 1
was determined 1o remain
inactive and silent no longer.

1 shared the HCHY idea
with the Pennridge Ministerial
Association- a group repre-
senting all of the churches in
our community. The pastors
who make up this group were
quick 1o endorse the concepl.
We spoke with the people
involved in the Central Bucks
and Cuakertown efforts and it
quickly became apparent that
the time was ripe for
Pennridge to engage itself in
this initiative.

On April 4, 2000 the
hosted a gathering of 30 key
leaders from our COMMURITY.
This gathering included repre-
sentatives from our Borough
Councils, Chamber of
Commerce, police department,
churches, Penn Foundation.
and Grand View Hospital, as
well as teachers, principals,
administrators and the super-
intendent of the Pennridge
School District. Lee Rush,
Coordinator of the Quakentown
HCHY initiative and Executive
Director of Just Commumnity, a
non-profit, educational organi-
zation providing consultation
services in the area of youth
development, community
mobilization and conflict reso-
lution, made a presentation on
the core philosophy of Healthy
Communities* Healthy Youth.

This philosophy revolves
around 40 assets lifted up by
the Search Institute. The
Search Institute is a research-
based non-profit organization
whose mission is to “advance
the well-being of adolescents
and children™ through publi-
cations, practical tools, train-
ing and technical assistance
promoting collaborative effons
toward the goal of building
the healthy develepment of
all children and adolescents.






